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The Notice of Proposed
Rulemaking (NPRM) has been
lingering over operators’ heads for
quite a while. Many are concerned
with mis-stepping or performing
work without a full understanding
of financial impacts to the utility.
Over the last 4 months, GTS hasbeen providing a free, monthly webinar that covers the GTS 15-Year
Roadmap to NPRM Compliance.
This 5-part series outlines the
steps an operator should take to
establish their own 15-Year Plan.
Topics that are covered in the webinar series are:
• Introduction to the 15-year
Roadmap
• Records Review
• MAOP validation (calculations and logic)
• Asset Knowledge Acquisition

Issues Resolution Prioritization
The GTS subject matter expert
guides us through these 15-25
minute webinars providing livedthrough insight and acquired
knowledge on all the issues an
operator will encounter when acting to comply with the NPRM. In
addition, using this lived through
experience, Best Practices and No
Regret actions are provided.
The webinar series will conclude
in March when the final element
of the roadmap: Issues Resolution
Prioritization is presented. Join us
as GTS details the final element of
the GTS 15-Year Roadmap. Click
below to register for the final installment!

Want to catch up on
past 15-Year Plan
webinars? Shoot us
a message here

For business inquiries please contact: Joe Medina, Chloe Mackay, Mike Jablonske

2018 AGA
Operations
Conference
Participation
GTS is excited to have been
selected to present at the upcoming
AGA Operations Conference in
June 2018. GTS will be presenting
on two topics in support of new
regulatory requirements of the
proposed IVP process contained
in the NPRM; Hydrostatic testing
of in-situ pipelines incorporating a
spike test and Digs PMO - Maximizing the value of exposed pipeline examinations.
Colin Silla’s presentation on
hydrostatic testing will incorporate lessons-learned from strength
testing over 1,000 miles of in-situ
pipelines for MAOP and Integrity Management validation. Colin
will discuss pretest planning and
determination of minimum and
maximum pressure control points
as well as spike testing elements,
among other pertinent topics.
Richie Ngo’s presentation on the
utilization of a digs Project Management Office (PMO) will present

the benefits of managing pipeline
direct examinations (direct assessments) and resultant data through
the use of a Digs PMO. This approach capitalizes on efficiencies in
the execution of DA/Investigatory
work and the effectiveness in the
utilization of the acquired data.
We hope to see you in Washington, D.C. this summer to discuss
theses valuable topics!

GTS Proudly
Welcomes
Mike Jablonske

operations maintenance challenges.
Mike has over 35 years of experience in the energy industry, with
30 years spent in the natural gas
industry working for utilities and
interstate & intrastate pipeline companies. Mike’s experience includes
gas distribution and transmission
engineering; leadership positions
responsible for engineering, project
management, pipeline operations,
gas plant operations, gas control,
pipeline integrity, and data management / geospatial.

What’s going on in
the Industry? Click
a story below to
find out!
•

to our team serving as a Solutions Manager. Mike is responsible
to work with clients and develop
solutions to their engineering and

•

P&GJ Contractors and Utilities: What Makes a Relationship Work?
America’s Energy Link Natural Gas and Renewables:
The Dynamic Duo

For business inquiries please contact: Joe Medina, Chloe Mackay, Mike Jablonske

nesses to protect the people from
fraud and misrepresentation. In our
case, as natural gas system operators, the code is imposed to
make sure pipelines do not go
bump in the night (or in the day).

How can we help
you?
GTS provides engineering and
consulting services to utilities
and pipeline operators across the
United States. Below are our areas
of Industry leading expertise.
Rehabilitation of aging
natural gas infrastructure –
transmission, distribution
and facilities
• MAOP Validation - Pipelines
& Stations
• Hydrostatic Testing of in-situ
transmission pipelines
• ILI Retrofitting of transmission pipelines and Piggability
Studies
GTS is currently providing
•

capabilities presentations to operators who are preparing for NPRM.
Let us know how we can help you
get to where you need to be. Please
contact us here.

Establishment of
MAOP Validation
Programs

By Joe Medina, Vice President, GTS
The federal regulatory code governing natural gas pipeline design,
operations, and maintenance came
into effect around 1970 (some US
states had regulatory codes governing these activities in effect prior
to 1970). I say “around” because, as
with any regulatory codes, it takes
time for operators to progress activities to be in compliance with
regulations. However, the intent
of the code fulfills a government
required objective – impose regulations on industry to ensure the
protection of the people and their
property.
Regulation is in place on busi-

9 Things
Operators Should
Be Doing

From developing hydrostatic test
decision trees to determining the
proper class location, learn what
these 9 practices are, and how to
utilize them before the code goes
into effect.
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